MMG 505 – Graduate Writing
Sample Annotated Bibliography

How to Write an Annotated Bibliography with APA Format 
For an annotated bibliography, use standard APA format for the citations, then add a brief abstract for each entry that appropriately includes the following: 

· Summarize: Some annotations merely summarize the source. What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say? The length of your annotations will determine how detailed your summary is. 

· 2 to 4 sentences to summarize the main idea(s) of the item 


· Assess: After summarizing a source, it may be helpful to evaluate it. Is it a useful source? How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is it this source biased or objective? What is the goal of this source? 


· Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into your research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic?

· 1 or 2 sentences to relate the material to your research topic and/or to evaluate the material.
The formatting for this sample bibliography is modeled on the annotated examples in the APA Publication Manual, 5th edition, pp. 370‐375. 

	Basic APA Style Format for an Annotated Bibliography 
Format your citations in the same manner as for a normal reference list, then follow these instructions for adding an annotation. 

1. Double space the entire bibliography, including within the citations and annotations. 

2. Hanging Indents are required for citations in the bibliography, as shown below. That is, the first line of the citation starts at the left margin. Subsequent lines of the citation are indented 4 spaces. 
3. At the end of the citation, press the Return Key to drop down to the next line (double spaced). Do not add a blank line. 
4. The annotation is indented as a block, 2 additional spaces.
5. The right margin is the normal right margin of your document. 
6. In a long bibliography, organize your entries by topic, such as ʺMultiple Intelligencesʺ. See below.



