MMG 505 – Graduate Writing
Abstract

HOW TO WRITE YOUR ABSTRACT

The abstract is a very brief overview or executive summary of your ENTIRE research paper. The abstract is the reader's first encounter with your paper, and is the chief means by which readers decide which research reports to read in their entirety. The abstract should provide a brief summary of the findings of your paper, and should be a stand-alone document that can be understood without reading the paper.

It tells the reader 

· WHAT you did, 

· WHY you did it, 

· HOW you did it, 

· WHAT you found, and 

· WHAT it means. 

The abstract should briefly state the purpose of the research (introduction), how the problem was studied (methods), the principal findings (results), and what the findings mean (discussion and conclusion). It is important to be descriptive but concise--say only what is essential, using no more words than necessary to convey meaning.

This is how your ABSTRACT should look…

 [Full title of your ILP/Research Paper]
[Your name]

[Month, Year]

Abstract

[Write a summary of your project in around 100-150 words.  Explain what issue or problem you addressed, how you did your research, and summarize the results.  All lines should be double spaced.]

